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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The following is in response to the amendment filed February 25, 2010. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed February 25, 2010 have been considered. 

By way of amendment, Applicant has overcome the rejection of claims 64-69 under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

In view of the arguments, the rejection of claims 37-44, 48-66, 70, and 71 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) over Legge (US 4,781,967), and the rejection of claims 45 and 67-68 under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) over Legge in view of Luciano (US 4,357,386) are withdrawn. It is recognized 
that Legge does not teach providing layers which are selectively combinable in a plurality of 
different combinations to form coverings of the different categories as claimed. 

Applicant has not overcome the rejection of claims 37-44, 46, 47, 50-58, 62-63, and 

70-72 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) over Johnson (US 6,569,290). The primary reason is set forth in 

Johnson, column 3, under Summary: 

"The present invention is a pre -molded, bi-component subassembly for 

constructing papermaking fabrics. A surface component may be attached 

to a base component for combined effects on the final paper product. A plurality 

of the subassemblies are interconnected to create an endless fabric. The completed 

fabric operates as a papermaking carrier surface in any of the known machine positions ." 
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These machine positions are defined earlier in Johnson in column 1, lines 21-24: 

A papermaking fabric is used in the form of an endless belt which is supported by and 
advanced through the papermaking machine by various machine rolls. The process and 
the various sections of the machine, forming, press and dryer , will be known to those 
skilled in the art. 

Thus, Johnson teaches providing layers which are selectively combinable in a plurality of 
different combinations to form coverings of the different categories as claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 37-44, 46, 47, 50-58, 62-63, and 70-72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Johnson (US 6,569,290). 

Johnson discloses a modular papermaking fabric comprising a modular link base (10) and 
an attached modular surface plate component (100). The modules for both the link base and 
surface plate component are molded from a suitable resin material. The link base forms a 
machine side surface and the surface plate component forms a paper support surface upon the 
link base. The arrangement is shown in Figures 1-2. Preferably, each link base component has 
an attached surface plate component (column 4, lines 13-14). Each link base component and 
surface plate component is made to have a pattern with predetermined characteristics such as 
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open area, contact area, permeability, and surface finish, so that when the surface plate 
component is attached to the link base component, a combined effect of fabric characteristics is 
obtained. The characteristics are determined based on machine and product demands. See, for 
instance, column 4, lines 7-10 and 16-41, and column 5, line 44 to column 6, line 5. The surface 
plate component is attached to the link base component by means according to column 6, lines 6- 
14, which include means to secure the components undetachably in two-dimensions. The 
completed fabric can be used as a papermaking fabric "in any of the known machine positions" 
(see column 3, Summary), which positions correspond to the forming, pressing, and drying 
sections of the papermaking machine (see column 1, lines 21-24). 

Regarding the method of independent claim 37 and the system of independent claim 50, 
the modular paper machine fabric of Johnson and method of constructing the fabric of Johnson 
read on the claimed prefabricated construction kit of web-shaped material layers selectively 
combinable in a plurality of different combinations to form coverings of the different categories 
being a forming mesh, a press felt, and a dryer fabric and the claimed manner by which it is 
made. The link base and surface plate components of Johnson and characteristics chosen 
therefor read on the claimed first plurality of web-shaped material layers selected depending on a 
category and operating condition of the covering to be produced. The arrangement and 
attachment of link base components and surface plate components disclosed by Johnson are 
equivalently stacking the first plurality of web-shaped material layers atop one another and 
joining the first plurality of web-shaped material layers to one another in sections, two- 
dimensionally, and in a manner that prevents the web-shaped material layers from being 
detached. 
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Regarding claim 38, see the portions of Johnson indicated above corresponding to 
choosing materials and patterns for the modules, and stacking the modules depending on the 
functional characteristics desired for the fabric and on paper machine operating conditions. 

Regarding claims 39-44, 46 and 47, each of the claimed means of attachment are taught 
in column 6, lines 6-14. Johnson discloses the use of adhesives, ultrasonic welding, snap-locks, 
or pintle mounts, which encompasses the claimed features. 

Regarding claims 51-53, see the portions of Johnson indicated above corresponding to 
choosing materials and patterns for the modules, and stacking the modules depending on the 
functional characteristics desired for the fabric and on paper machine operating conditions. 

Regarding claims 54-58, the surface plate (100) is a layer which influences the surface of 
a fibrous web, and the link base is a wear-stable and dimensional-stable material layer. Both 
layers are non-textile layers. 

Regarding claims 62-63, link base modules can be molded with permeability and flow 
control (col. 5, lines 50-54), which encompasses anti-rewetting functionality. These modules are 
non-textile structures. 

Regarding claims 70-72, each of the claimed means of attachment are taught in column 6, 
lines 6-14. Johnson discloses the use of adhesives, ultrasonic welding, snap-locks, or pintle 
mounts, depending on the desired characteristics of the fabric. The modules are offset in both 
the machine direction and transverse direction, and joined together two-dimensionally. See 
Figure 6 and Figure 17. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 45, 48, 49, 59-61, and 64-69 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
None of the material features given by these claims are taught or suggested by the prior 
art for use in a construction kit of web-shaped material layers selectively combinable in a 
plurality of different combinations to form paper machine coverings of the different categories. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 192. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 1 89. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Eric Hug/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



